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“l am looking at the same sky no matter where | am”
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The show title, "l am looking at the same sky no matter where | am” is a phrase that
appeared in my head one day. When this phrase comes up for me it is because my past
self and current mind are going back and forth. | often feel like I've lost, or something has
shifted, from my old values that | had when | first came to the States.

And perhaps, the phrase helped convince me that even if | hadn’t come to the US and still
lived in Japan, | would be looking at the same sky- to not delegitimize my life and values |
have now. Maybe | was thinking about myself in a parallel world.

IDEREIEIDT AV AICEATRELTELALEALDEAY DO EALBRIZTIL—T
BNTETLLAZLTHD T IIL—THE OO GG E 8L, MRMICKRELT
WET., ERBRITHRHATIN, EoTVWAITIUTFILEERDELEDEITIREZ VR
BAILDEDEREETHELTOET,

My works are abstract expressions based on my observations of the connections between
people, sometimes including myself. How groups are formed, and the subtle distances and
tension between groups that | have observed while living in the States.



The materials | used are a mix of Japanese and Western materials that reflect my living in
the States.
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Regarding my composition of works, this time in particular, | thought about and utilized a
simple composition. Keeping in mind the abstraction expressed in traditional Japanese
ceramics that are deeply rooted in the area where | studied in Japan, such as Oribe and
Shino. When | was choosing this type of simple composition | fought against doubts and
fears about stripping things down and simplifying.
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Cloud shapes often appear in traditional Japanese paintings. It becomes the main object or
often becomes the background. In my works, it is a metaphor for utilizing Japanese
traditional painting’s perspective, such as the bird's eye perspective.

Also, it shows how | perceive groups and individuals in the United States that | feel differ
from Japanese culture.



